"Your research is poised precisely in the vast space between balanced objectivity and total confusion." "I eat a lot of wine gums and biltong in case you are considering snacking in general." "I am upping my chocolate consumption to recapture my youthful IQ."
COCOA CONNECTION Nobel laureates on chocolate

Chocolate habits of Nobel prizewinners
There is a reported correlation between chocolate consumption by different nations and the number of Nobel laureates in their populations (F. H. Messerli New Engl. J. Med. 1562 -1564 2012 I disagree that the Convention on Biological Diversity "has created significant barriers to the sharing of genetic material". Most of the banked seed samples that are shared internationally or used by plant breeders are beyond the control of the conventionincluding those from the institutes of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and the US Department of Agriculture.
Neither does the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture "now govern access to crop diversity". The United States, Russia, China, South Africa and 61 other countries have not ratified the treaty.
CGIAR holdings were included in the treaty on the understanding that they would remain freely available subject to a small tax (payable to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for the treaty's benefit-sharing fund) on patented varieties derived from supplied samples.
The treaty also excludes some important crops, such as soya beans, groundnut, tomatoes, wild cassava, some wild wheat and maize (corn) varieties, sugar cane, oil palm and most fruits and nuts.
In my view, the treaty needs to include many more countries and be much more effective at ensuring access to seed samples, if it is to be a success. Dave Wood Fyvie, Aberdeenshire, UK. agrobiodiversity@btinternet.com 
